
May 10, 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

which will come to all the people…’ – the doors of the church are re-opening! Beginning on 

Monday, May 11th, the church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be open daily from 

9AM-5PM for visitation, individual devotion, and personal prayer. This is welcome news indeed, 

and the first step, among many, to help ensure prudence and safety as we move forward. The two 

access points to the church will be the front right-hand door and the ramp-side door, and there is 

hand sanitizer for your use located near both entrances. Please use the ‘reserved’ center pews for 

your prayer, and help keep the area clean by wiping it down with the provided cleaning supplies 

before you leave. Your attention and help in this regard are much appreciated, knowing many 

hands make light work! Unfortunately, no public Masses, regularly scheduled sacramental 

celebrations, assemblies, or group devotions may be celebrated at this time. But it is a great joy 

and blessing to be able to make a visit to the church and pray before the Blessed Sacrament! 
 

How providential that during this month of May, and specifically on Mother’s Day Weekend, we 

receive news that the doors of the church will be re-opened. Our blessed Mother Mary always 

intercedes for us and works it out so that we might be close to her son. She always opens the door 

for us to her son, and leads us into deeper union with him. What a great Mother’s Day gift from a 

Mother to her children! Let us receive her gift well and honor her by visiting her son this week and 

thanking him for the gift of so wonderful a mother!  
 

A Mother never ceases to prepare places for her child throughout his or her life, does she? Her 

womb; the crib; the bed; the setting at the table; the spot for the laundry to be washed; or the 

welcome home. Yet each of these locations highlight, much more simply, that place no one but 

her child can take – the place in her heart. From the moment she learns of the life of her child, she 

prepares and cultivates that special place throughout her lifetime so that, over time, her child learns 

that it is a reality meant for him or her alone and cannot be filled by anyone else. If this is true for 

a Mother and her child, how much more certainly and abundantly so for the disciples of the Lord 

Jesus who says to them: ‘In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, 

would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be’. As a 

child finds rest and comfort in that special place in the Mother’s heart, so our blessed Lord desires 

the souls of all God’s children to rest forever in those places he has prepared for them in the very 

heart of God. The Lord Jesus wants us to be where he is, and so prepares a place for us. ‘It’s 10PM. 

Do you know where your children are?’ Mothers have a good intuition. God knows! 
 

To all Mothers – a very blessed and Happy Mother’s Day to you! Once a Mother, always a Mother. 

Your ‘yes’ to the plan of God brings forth new life reflecting His abundant goodness. May your 

echoing the ‘fiat’ of Mary, – the Mother of God – doing His will, and teaching your children to do 

so, bring great joy to your heart, increase your desire for holiness, and unite your soul more closely 

with Him in this life so that you may glory in His presence, with your child(ren), forever in the life 

to come! I pray that you may receive an abundance of God’s choicest blessings this day and 

throughout the coming year. Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


